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you that order mony w imp upon 
the whole, he erected a 5 of Providence, aa n ; 
it eſtabliſhed ſuch laws as beſpeak "the infinite 
power, and goodneſs of their Author. But as han 
the HE of. the works 3 ny IO 
after his image, he gave him laws: ſuited, to W 
his nature, and calculated to train agen 10 N 
degrees of happineſs and perfection for hel þ original 
intended him. This is called the moral 8 S. 
God, which be exerciſes over creatures ed. v wit 
reaſon and underſtanding; >. to whom he mY giyen, 
capacities for diſtinguiſhin wiſhing between good and evil <1 dr F 
chuſing the one and avoiding the 8 In this 5 
feet ſtate, where we only ſee darkly, as through a 8 ; 


our views of the divine government are but limited at 
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I _— nad recorded, 2 Chron, 
_ XXVIL 1 t ſeems e Le OWers 
tis kingdom, had made great 1 of his people. 
On this emergency, he ſent meſſengers to the fg 
Aﬀyria, the molt powerful monarch of the'Faft, beſecch- 

ing hin to epme to his aſſiſtance: and that he might the 
F more effectually en gage him in his intereſt, he took al 

. the gold nd Tr” from the ple, and from his 
' treaſury, and { ent it to him as a b But this king 
1 proved 4 faithleſs ally ; for, after he had received his ſub- 
3 ee K Lee rr 


bay” 


oe. warn won S =” = OR Deen 


eee 


- friendſhip of Abaz, gnd enemy: for it is faid, 
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3 Addreſſes hem m . 
per as was moſt likely to make a deep impreſſion u 5 5 


9 minds. He mentions many of thoſe vices w ich 4 
| een among them, particularly their. pride and con; 
ence in 


their own Glied had probably brought 
them into their — rg ſituation. And, at the 


fame time, to rouſe them to a Tale of thetr danger; he 

would, doubtleſs, lay before them the weak and defence- 
leſs ſtate of their country. They had been deprived of 
one of the principal ſinews of war, viz. their gold and 
flyer, which their king had ſent into a foreign” land. 

They had alſo loſt a gr t number of thoſe who were beſt 
ns a 2 Chron. *xviti. 6. 
that, a little T a neighbouring king 
had in one day flain twelve hundred thoufand of the 
valiant men of Judah. And, laſtly, he informs them, that 


though they might flatter themſelves with the hopes of the 


calamities which had already ſuffered 
den atonement for ber paſt aao v 
this was ſo far from being the caſe; that the ang er of 
was not in the leaſt allayed, but (hir hand we 23 — 
< out /till :“ alluding to Aa N paſſion, 
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anger among men, and how far allowable; and then ſhew 
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url args within us by the all-wife Author of qur ffume, 
to anſwer excellent purpoſes for our ſecurity and ! ſelf. 
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_ "nature. But then it may be aſked, Whence pre 
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\\ the ru paths of human life. Our paſſions are 
3 of the ſoul, on Ras, 


to mo and direct us, but to be ſubſeryientto, and under 


8 See te e nd ae principle of 
| readon. - But, though reaſon and and. j 

| point out our duty, yet without 
Words, without motives from pleaſure or pain, from hope 
- ghd fear, to ſpur us on to action, the 5 5 principles 

oy Within us would become dormant and inaQiv e, and we 
_ would be rendered unfit for anſwering the p urpoſes of 
Lie and being. Moraliſts 


ent might clearly 
ons, 1 in other 


ve well Mautrated 6h this, by 
at ſea, where Reaſon ſitz 


comparing ..man to a ſhip 


W pfilat at the helm; the paſſions: they compared to 

Winds, which are Ken 4 
5 veſſel would always remain 
I is faid of Elias, James v. 17. „ He was@ man ſubje® 
is like: paſſions. as ve are; and fo it may be ſaid of 


to. fill the fails, otherwiſe the 
and motionleſs.— 


Every man, for we are all endowed with one common 


td difference of original 


conformation. in the 


little culture, grow up to a ſtate of „ 
are of ſuch à contexture as to require pains, care, 


{7 labour to make them anſwer the intention of t owner; 
0, in the great field of human life, we find among chil - 
dcren, and, perhaps, of the ſame parents, as ſoon as the 
buds of realon Jegin:t0 


me are gentle and pliable, and eaſily tutored in the way 


of duty; while others are more ſtubborn and refraftory, 


and require a ſeverer diſcipline to inure them to a proper 
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Audi fuitable behaviour. But what, in a moral ſenſe, conſti - 


tutes the great diſparity among mankind, is, the manage - 
ment of their ſenſual defires and appetites. Theſe we 


bring with us into the world, N e eee, 
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a wide difference in their 
3 diſpoſition and the. ſtrength of their paſſions, 
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influence in the early period of our exiſtence; 


—— and religion, Wich can only curb theſe early ad 
appetites, make but a flow progreſs in the mind, 


row 2 derbe time muſt elapſe before they have 


acquired ſufficient ſtrength to countera& the wrong bias 8 
which we have already received; beſides, not only out, 


but every period of life is ſurrounded with ſo many temp- 


ations on every hand, which have a tendeney to inflame , 


and invigorate the paſſions, ſo that, to obtain a complete 


victory over them, is more than what falls to the common 


lot of humanity. When man is directed by reaſon and 


the law of God, he then bears the image of his Maker, | 


and anſwers the end of his creation; when he is guided 


unlawful deſire, or appetite, in our firſt parents which 


firſt introduced fin into the world; and it is the fame 


thing which. has ever fince maintained its ſway among. 


their poſterity. For it is worth remarking, that in 4 1 


whole of facred writing, and in all the black catalogues 
ſaners therein delineated, there is not one fin mentio 
— whuch 5 wrath of God from Heaven is . 
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pardon and forgiveneſs to thoſe who, though not 


Neld perfect and . e to his laws, = \ a, 


nevertheleſs; through the hs of his grace, might 


at 9 5 8 were bine and lage, 25 1 
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man ie, that nature puts us under their drecten and | | 


by paſſion, and obeys his ſenſual appetites, he deranges te 
workmanſhip of his Maker, and brings himſelf to a lere“ 
with the brute and inferior creation. It was exceſſive and 
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wiſdom My ets Wa Fewer to train up | 
part of his ereatures, bearing his image, to higher ws © 
grees of -putity and happineſs than they could polibly |. 
arrive” at in this mixed and iniperfolt ſtate, ſaw it fit and 
6 in the conſtitution of his providenee,, pere 
e to ſuffer various trials and afflictions in 
by convineing them of the vanity of all 
yments; their deſires might be more ſteadil 4 1 
and N fixed upon the tranſcendent glories of an | 
world; and their endeavours. thereby excited to make 
due preparation for the ſame. Hence, God himfelf - 
declares; for che comfort of the affückec; Revi in, 19. — 
A many at. ] love I rebuke and chaſten. And the * 
Apoſtle Paul fays, 1 Cor. Xi. 32. Therefore, iuben 1 . 
re judged, ( i e. when we ſuffer under the hand 4. 
God) we are chaſtened [noe ee. 
bs 9 re week Bl N we, 


aw thous u chere n ih 8 4 the. 
bus an of the gifts of proyidence among mndive. Þ 
duals in this life; yet it is otherwiſe with kingdoms an „ © 
bodies politic: theſe; as ſuch; have no exiſtence but inn ] 
tue preſent world; therefore, whatever befalls them, „ 
eee all cheſs F ; | 
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of his own 9 ao ſo mut every one of his . 
for the uſe of the ts committed to them; or, fr ihe | 
language of for the deeds done in their bodies, 
Whether good or bad. But, though large prog of Yay... 
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dence which fuperintends the whole, and directs 
al ae event and revolution, whether great or 
final.” in fach 2 manner as to anfirer the . 
J din. Mom and goodneſs,” Hence, we: may:couclude, 
from Hinter and cquity of bis adminiſtration, that, it 
ts und governments have the whole af theif'rewards 
3 | in this life only, theſe, upon tha hole, 
Will ße diſtributed in juſt weight and meaſure. . The moſt 
Ho le Muſtration r —— 


dus 18 6c mere Face gs en 
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4 meſſages, who; in an aythoritative, manner 
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"heart, when it is declared of him, 2. Chron, ; | N f. 
In "the time of - his diftreſ, : he. #reſpeſſed, et 


vorſe. Phe longer that Pharaoh. 
"x0liſted the judgments.of the Lord; . 
8 — Fanny mote they were plagued. 
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f ws 5 tm ine Tor this 8 e raiſed up among 


the poſterity of Jacob a ſucceſſion. of prophets, whom he 
Yuminated with his ſpirit, and veſted th ſufficient cre- 
dentials to-aſcertain their authority and miſſion. © er 
the people began to degenerate G yice, and 

the -ordmary admenitions of his provi: 


d his wrath againſt the incorrigible; fegte at 


f Ke * to thoſe who looked for 0 bn RR, t — 2 


they often proclaimed 
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'+ which was to commence under the rei 

ous Meſſiah- Such a man ns the Pr N e 
it ſeems, lived at a time when there was an univerſal 
cotruption of manners among bis countrymen; at leaſt; if 
Fecanjudge of the lower orders from the character 9 
"Higher, It is ſaid in the ſame GR 9 ny er 1 
ver. 16. The leaders of this. e 
'"* and'they that are led of them are. deftr, Ws 32 | 
King, Ahaz, muſt have been a man a ano ob 
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and mighty in battle, and who. can inſpire. the weak, with! 
and the ſtrong with 26 Nh de nk that 
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13 * 
Ger theſe appeaſe * of: an angry 
doun His bleflings upon our guilty * e If ſuch an 
tment have any meaning, and is intended to anſwer 
any good end; it muſt furely. by to, bring to our remem- | 
ont the many heinous ſins. which: prevail: amon 
and to Excite us to that, n Ach ee 
ceaſing ie do evil, and learning to do well!, Ta all- 
bountiful: Being, whoſe chief 7 1 5 ality in che happi- 
neſs of his creatures, makes uſe of 9 phagm 0 
daw men from the evil of their, ways, and bringtthem 
ton Tenſe” bf their duty and danger. 2 
moſt edtkinion and binary. are his mergies and his 


ad ts | 


ments. "The "firſt, via. his mercy, is moſh cangrhsiu to 
the of his nature; an at the ame dime ate 
moſt e acious to reclaim, thoſe who are not loſt to the 


feelings of gratitude and in enuity of mind. And, mu ot 
aber fd, With great 1 95 


t the natian to ich 
pri. ted of! 4 a g-wnce 


y land, d yard with i 
92 fins blefſihgs of Hfe is 
realotable' exerciſe: of all 


fe 
* 0 . Fo mint of our 1 = Fg Fi qr 

dec tes our truſt, and which we;cannat! voluntarily: 
0 0 the hands of another without acting 1 3 
Ee WII and pleaſure of that Bei 2 who gang us them; 


56. Twful and: peaceable p ofle af our 

the fFiits of our labour, 2 89 5 ſtrietlyl gaki 

_ own next to the members of aur body. Do; 13 
unjeftüy r unreafor nably. deprived. of. any. af: l * 

Ty; hem pine fl ppreflion, Our for eben eee . 
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thisfrieſt op umumbers of them ave”. 
MM in xn of 33 "And, though _ 
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| * upon us, the greateſt and moſt PE eto? is 5 
Chriſt. Soon he woe ol, the 
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ruptions have been mixed with, and ſubſtituted for, the 
doctrines of life and goodnels, as laid down. in the goſpel; 


yet, © prevent the fatal effects of theſe; God) i very fe = 


5 


quently ſending ſome able labourers into" hi 
who, like honeſt and faithful ſervants, tak the fail kita. 
their hand. 40 purge the floor, and ſeparate" the four 


from thoſe tares which, when fon by the hand er- 7 
grance and Prejudice, never fail to produce anne ee We 


ant. 1175 of uſeleſs and unedifying diſputes, fomented 4 
1 to"env- 


But, were 
ighty God to this nation, ad 


, ſtrife, and contention. \ 


e mercĩes of / 


mea great and ſignal deliverance which his providenbe Has 


wrought | 1 . de and protection, time would fal 
me, aud 1 "ſhould be at a lofs where td end. What 


returns we have made to ſo much goodneſs. Te: 


then be ſurpriſed that at laſt his anger ſhould be kihdled 
againſt us, and ſhould facade wocure 


a 1 TIES 202 oh 8 
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ER and not. on} up of this, büt of other = 
nia ems we ll ne} Hah in the mean 


eben tothe ſorne of ts bittereſt in- 
t Ezekiel, xiv. 215 fas them meat 


5 ne * all the four, hs foreſt a 
to the human race, . d; becauſs it's 
the . expreſs comrtand 


Al the crimes that can be e e 


. 7] eſt and unneceſſary.” Let us 
| = abitant of ſome planet, ieren e 
cord was never heat,” 


er our globe ire ont hi: 


wile ede "It is to be regreted, clit Ah cbt : 


ces the greatneſs of the whole, is the ful 


Aras nature, the moſt atrocious, and SYWthe: 1» 
time the-molt| unnatural, is WAN, e | 
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en, for the deſtruction of their Cor crane, | i 
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"2p his neighbour as himfelf. - And, farther; that that Saviqur; 
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themſelves to be, came on purpoſe into the world to ro- 
alaim peace on earth and good. will towards men,” and 


wWiülin view of two armies. 
aan bod battle; how 


"+ „ 


c iz n he 8 be 


- would be ſtruck with that apparent dignity which ſeemed 


to © raiſe him above every other creature befide; and, 
wiſhing to be better informed concerning him, he would 


Endeavour to have one of the beſt and wiſeſt of the 


ſpecies to be his inſtructer. After finding fuch a perſon, 


TY he would learn from him, that man was formed after the 


image of his Maker, and endowed. with a higher princi iple 
of reaſon to direct the inferiof faculties of his ſoul ; that 


de waz alſo made with a ſocial diſpoſition, and had a 
wiiinaiple af benevolence implanted in him, which prompt- 
bin to win well, and contribute to the happineſs of 
bis fellow creatures; the indu of which principle 
erde him the moſt refined pleafure which he could 


poſſibly enjoy in his preſont ſtate. He would tell him, 
that the character of that great Being who made man, 


aul ws the object of his worſhip, was the God of love, 


vnd Hack given to every one a commandment to love 


whoſe diſciple he and thoſe whom he ſaw 


had given it as a badge to his followers, that they ſhould 


hae love to one a And, laſtly, he would acquaint: 
him that all men ive — — 3 


from one common ſtock ; that they were all members 


dne preat family, and children of che fame all-bountiful 


Parent.” Now, fuppoſe his guide carried the firanger 
e, we ee 


| 4 Death flying thick on 
every fide; beheld the bodies of men mangled and torn, 


and their blood running in ſtreams upon the ground, and 
at the ſatme time heard the dying 


and doleful groans of the 
1 
conſierpation;he eie 
that. if their Creator had ever given theſe men 


wounded; tillatlaſthefaw, 
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be furpriſed when he 
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born e {likely 
—— — GN | 
_ drained of its weal alba Wekes; it 
deprived of its natural ſap. Bs leaves 
retain their wonted J but, as 
health and life r. up, 
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oy e eas, a dS Mas 
been introduced as an equivalent for the articles of Hife, 


| pool ror 
in moderate 3 men, dee mary A- . 
Conſent, I) eat variation of their value, they paß 


with others. e they have à greater permanenq;, 
and are proof againſt accidents, more than moſt things. 
- Doubtlefs, credit may be ſubſtituted for coin, and, for's 
- time) be better accomodated to the different purpoſes of | 

_ "trade; pet, as it is nothing büt a creature purely; ideal, 
& c 
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rs vas wn . 
of life, and, with all their care and induſtry 2 
provide ſubſiſtence 5 
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hewitt hae of in onliment e 
it will wither, ficken;- and die. The 
- occahoned ſuch an enormous drain 
e eee 
attended with very difagreeable circumſtances. It fem 
that the F in an enn en 
governmen is at preſent conſiderably deranged; which 
Wee E ion 

wheel which draus from the great ſtorehouſe ' of 
national 'treafure ſuch portions thereof, and - conveys 
ee cr, 47 1 enemies raya 


they have been confidered as having an intrinſic /yalue 
themſelves, for two reaſons : their circulation 


current among all nations who have mutual intercourſe | 
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8 0 OO no certain permanency, but, like every 
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other human device, or contrivance, liable to the viciſſi- 15 5 
tudes of fortune. The credit of a kingdom and of an 


individual are {triftly analogous. - So long as each can 


anſwer thoſe demands to which they have ab; jected * | 
ſelves, and for which they are reſponſible i juſtice and 
equity, their credit ſtands firm; but, when it is 4 e 
and the demands of claimants are evaded by ſubterfuges, 
or ſubitit utes offered them, which they are not willing 8 
accept, then immediately the credit of each begins to 
totter, like „„7FFF FCC which, 
if, not timeouſly propped, will ſoon tumble down, and 
become. a ruin. The deficiency of gold and ſilver in 
this iſland, is the reaſon why NS, many honeſt 
and induſtrious tradeſmen are obliged to forego. what is 
almoſt as dear to them as their life—their credit and repu- 
tation.; and why ſo many of the moſt. laborious, and 
conſequently the moſt uſeful 
8 caſt n nee in a . 
lorn condition. Fe 


B For pe Luke xiv. 28. 31. 3 | 
rerbial expreſſions very pertinent to this . * 
«of you (a lays he) intending to build a 
* down firſt and counteth the coft,, ade he pad Lach nh 
*. with to finiſh it?. Whether the promoters of this war. 
counted the coſt. before they began it, I cannot fay ; but 
! believe none will contradift me when ] ſay, a coſtly war = 
it has been; far more ſo than any other recorded in the 
annals of Europe... Ot this truth we have all a ſenſible. 


feeling, ee eee portions , 5 


the colt; which, to many, is a very 2 wy 
mods ge ng. jr 1 0 'S 
pariſon be pertinent, it naturally ſuggeſts Lat 
queſtion, Whether Ae eee 8 


2 view. either to his convenience or profit? But WU 5 


am, this nation has yet enjoyed no advantage fr 
preſent war, excepting the planners of it, and thoſe 
22 5 ON" in . it. It is er hard = 
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aden who bear the whole expe of reign iſe 
bs en, inſtead” of reaping benefit from, 
-  Jevere ſufferers by it. for our Saviour's oy rar 
Wöbether a man, before beginning a towet, ought'ts' coh- 
ider whether he have wherewith to finiſh it ? the anfwer 
vious, namely, that prudent man would take 
this into conſideration ; more eſpecially if the work is 
of an arduous nature, and difficult to be accompliſhed. — 
. Now, as war is an object of the greateſt magnitude, and 
5 involves i in it pot only the fates of individuals, but even 
of nations, it 8 ht not to be undertaken, but after the 
hoe and fl ſerious deliberation: No doubt our 
_ ruling powers, at the commencement of the preſent war, 
"0 hoped t to finiſh it ſucceſsfully long ere now; but it is a 
_ - notorious truth, that their en have falle them, 
To that they cannot be looked upon as MASTER-BUILDExs. 
Our Saviour, in the above cited paſſage,” introduces 
another proverbial expreſſion ſtill e appoſite to the 
fubpſect in hand, and fays— Or what'king going tos ow. 
1 . down firſt, and conſulteth whether | 
4 thouſand be can meet him that cometh againſt him nai 
twenty thouſand'?* ——=—Thoſe with wWhonr we 
tend 8 a powerful people, and far more in number than 
. we are; yet, by continuing the war, it would ſeem that 
We flatter ourſelves with the hopes of overcoming them. 
But on what foundation” do we build our expectations! 
I.᷑ on pur on ſtrength, and-the aſſiſtance” we purchaſ 
from dur alhes, this has been already tried, e 
_ efforts have been made, yet our adverſaries ſtill look us in 
me face. Others truſt to Providence, and think that, 
LEY becauſe we dre a more virtuos and religious people, the 
_ "righteous Governor of the world muſt be our friend, and 
| Able us at laſt to 'cruſhout enemies, ag a juſt judgment 
* theit heinous crimes. By harhouring fach an opinion, 
Fig F am afraid we too much reſethble the Phariſees of old, 
r thin they" were righteoiss and 
Ws "deſpiſed others.” © * The ways of Pfovidence'are always 
- randcquitable; but our views of it are ſo ligiited and 
e, that we are not ce jndgesof ae 
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bees; i 23 + 
of procodure. ge withed idee e gehe 


_ and lenity in giving them time to repent and 
3 N 
chaſtiſing others; then, when they have ſerved the pur- 
1 of his ſovereign will and pleaſure, he puniſhes them 
their cruelties, by inſtruments of the ſame nature 
which they themſelves made uſe of. This truth is well 
verified in the hiſtory of the children of Ifrael. He fre- 
quently; ſtirred up againſt them their idolatrous neigh- 
bours, ſuch as the Egyptians, the Aſſyrians, and | 
nians; yet at laſt he . his prophets to denounce the 
moſt awful judgments againſt them, which he executed 
accordingly. The guilt of a nation may appear in 
the eye of the Almighty different from what it does to 
human obſervation. He does not ſee as man fees, nor 
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eſtimated by the mere commiſſion of criminal acts. It is 
either aggravated, or extenuated, in proportion to the 
advantages. which one part of mankind enjoys above 
another. Thus our Saviour; ſpeaking of Capernaum and 
Bethſaida, which had heard his doctrine and ſeen his 
miracles, ſays— f ball be more terrible for Sodom and 
* rounder in the day of judgment than for theſe cities 
Ingratitude is conſidered by men a ſin of the deepelt die, 
and, doubtleſs, it is ſo. by the zighteous Judge of all; 
therefore, when a nation has been diſtinguiſhed by the 
love and favour of Almighty God, in beſtowing upon 


they have all along abuſed thoſe bleſlings, and perverted | 


in that caſe, juſtice itſelf may call for a temporal ſeourge 25 
on ſuch people, in preference to thoſe who have ben born 
in a region Ke and educated in grols ignorance ö 
and ſuperſtition; © 1 readily allow that our etemes 
are a ſinful people, and have perpetrated ſuch cruel and 
atrocious erimes as good man mult.” and. 
abhor; yet, nevertheleſs, Providence has — Shguted * 
| W of Me underakings, a _ has hitherto grained = 
Fa 2 * 8 11 1910 £53 3000189; Wed] N 
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"We 


to make them a rod in his hand for 


judge according to the opinion of: men. Guilt cannot be bi 


them temporal and ſpiritual bleffings above others, yet | 
them to the gratifications of avarice, ſenſuality, and vice; 


ho $854 ts, 
1 eat. this fi aſs 
l . aafeiion ; 225 ome the 
It: appears-from Fin hiſtory of paſt. As the 
| 81 Euere 6 
ever terrible they might be to thoſe who were involved 
in them, yet, by the all- diſpoſing Providence of God, 
| penn, as to produce the happieſt and 
__falutary uences to ſucceeding generations. And it 
b highly probable that this may be the reſult of all thoſe 
| der miliry 3 the Chriſtian world 
£6 N yea, our enemies, bad 
105 done ſome things which may 
ey; nnd to the benefit G7 many millions yet unborn, 
(an object highly pleaſing to that God whoſe - greateſt 
| glory.confiſts in the hu ppineſs of his creatures) and for 
Which, it is Providence has hitherto ſupported 
them. As far as their power extends, they have aboliſh. 
ed ſlavery, and raiſed a great eee 
moſt abject ſtate of human degradation, to their 
rank in the ſcale of rational $ ;—an event at v. 
Humanity mas be pleated, and Nasen HF les 
| In their-own kingdom, which for many ages has been the 
ſeat of perſecution, prieſteraft, and ſuperſtition, and where 
1 thouſands of the beſt of God's ſervants 
85 bs Bite, ther hae beckons the ebaine rlionenrigh ther 
had been long cramped, and granted an unlimited liberty 
ol conſcience to every man to -worſhip the common 
OT ny an: the dictates of his own heart. 
. —wPerhapy ing, whoſe: purpoſes no power in 
heaven or earth can withſtand, hath made a decree, that 
neither civil nor religious tyranny ſhall ever henceforth 
de eſtabliſhed in that great empire. And, farther, what- 
| er ee eee Apr 
Plans of government, they have done another thing 
Which looks favourable to poſterity: they have allowed 
every ſtate they have conquered: to erect ſuch conſtitu- 
| On Wa: os rote 
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are now. may come to an end, God alone knqa-Crz 
but' many wile and good men are. of opinion, that the 5 
NT Mating af the maven” and the commotions + 
throughout the Chriſtian world, attended with ſuch 
ſingular and almoſt miraculous events of Providence, | 
portend ſome great er e ark perhaps not ſo Fa 
ddl @ wv fre a to. imagine. I pray. to God, that | 
the whole may terminate in the eee ee 
religious liberty, . =P 
prod, e er ee 5 


eee e eee 
dous fins of the land; r a ee ee i 
begin, nor where to end; for, I am ſorry to ſay with tlie 
prophet, * Tho whale head is fiok, and the whole hrart is © 
« faint,?*- TOI eee We rue * 
tion and depravity of manners, that nothing leſs than a 
general reformation of principles and practices can fave 
this kingdom from ruin. When any malady Has ſeized 
upon the body, and tainted the of its conſtituent = | 
parts, topical or partial ben can never effect a 
cure, but only ſuch powerful medicines as pervade the 1 
eee e Gangs, A. 
of life. But ſuch a renovation of the political body can 
only, under Providence, be brought about by its rules 
enacting juſt, moderate, and equitable laws, calculated ts 
| FF.. cyBudn)yr gar. 11 ON 
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people, in which the ſtrength and ſecurity — 

ccoch conſiſt. de neg wn cry of cc oe. 

esu prayed: for, yet it is hardly to be expected. 

while fo many und fo deeply rooted vices prevail " J 

| us, which hays! hithlyto-proved the bane of ſociety, and = | 

il ways prove fatal to the intereſts and In pow 6. 905 

ee kingdom upon earth. Of theſe I ſhall Pea of NT | 
ſome of tie molt prominent. e nn ot 1 


. * Ins 


- 


* 
— 


p Y s r 5 
[ ” 
| N = 
K * 
ö -) , 12 4 1 
* oy . + 
. * A & * 


3 b r 
n mi kingdom, and to taint the minds many who value 
ey bs ys pr IG, 
upon 8 a religious nature; Who found 
ſome af thoſe principles in which they were educated, 

and in Whoſe favaur they had been for en time 
pPrepoſſeſſed, to be falſe, inſtead of reſting there, draw 

8 n that the whole of 

religion  impoſture and deceit. .. Thus, by indulging » 

— and. ſceptioal· diſpoſition, they at laſt imbibe 
opinions which, to ſay the leaſt, border upon atheiſm 
ütlelf. Several | men, both at home and abroad, 
In this age, have adopted what is called the mechanical 

Jyſteni,. in which à God is totally - overlooked. Theſ 

believe. that the world is eternal, and grits explode 

1 N of fate. They deny a Providence, and ſuppol 
that Whatever comes to pals. is nothing but the effed; 
ol certain cauſes, which ariſe from, 5 are inyariabh 
directed by, hat they call the. conſtitution or 71. 
- _ nature. r eee Jim. wth baſs 
- 8 „ would be 

part, eſpecially. before an audience which, I latte a e 

£ believes that there is a God who formed the world by 

' his power, and upholds it by his Providence. Dr 
mention one argument, . becaulc it is plain and obyious 

aud at che ſame time very convincing. Suppoſe * fay 

_hinging.down from Heaven a chain of a vaſt length, and 

+ confilting of innumerable links, each of which was ſup 
? ported by and did ſupport, wnother, would it not natural 

i. oerur io you. that there was ſomething at the top et 
4 22 which the weight of the whole chain was fuſpended ? | 

2 ro frivolous to age the reaſon. why the chain di 
| 7 to che . was owing to the link 
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effects ultimately 
9 de depend. 


& Hall ariſe, walking after their vwn liſſs. This plainly 


immorality {a rematk too well juſtified in 
It is natural for a man who lives without God in the 
world, ts, with there was no ſuch Being to whom he was 


fictitious garb; Many doctrines have been imputed te 
it, which it expreſely diſclaims, as contrary to its ſpirit 


than the heated imagin 

the empty comments of weak, ſuperſtitious, "hal une 
ing men. We are informed, 1 Cor. ti 13. that 

the very e) ye of the apoſtles men began to build upon the 


that time, what numerous corrupti fs have ariſet! in the 
40 that it may de laid, ﬆ« How is the gold 


4 them of no mean talents, pefceivitig 
the abſurdity of man Lee which _ incorporated. 
beo che Choiſtan 55 y lodked 
elſential parts of i, ps Fon, a 1 
Whale; and, in ofder to overturn it, attacked it with 
reaſon and argument, the beſt touchſtone of truth, Butz 
e F they did it an eſſential ſervice for 
it of many errors, by clearly expoſibg them, 

obliged its true and genuine friends to feſign to its 
rg es” hen A was not tenable; but 
ſerved to bring a diferedit upon the whole, ons 
n teligion; when freed from its id 
r P; nd 
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intimates the near Saaten dense abet nl 


zecountable. And it is no wonder that they ſhould diſ- 
eredit religious principles; who are deftitute of them in 
their own life and converſation. It cannot be denied 
that revelation has been often wounded under à falſe and 


and general · ſcope; and which Have ho other foundation! 
ation of bewildered 3 r 


Pass len of Chill wood and ha and ſtubble: ' Since 


thurch of Chriſt, ayd tainted the p party of fs golpet 4 
« pony 
ond the myſt fine gold become din „Now, I 
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— Reaſon and revelation eed 2 the ſame fo 
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nieyer contradict or Raperfode the other, for they mutually 


| our ſenſes. , e e . 
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are told, Philip. I. 12. that . God-works in ug "both 4o ill 
L and to 97 bis own good pleaſure, we are at the ſan 


Aar au trohbling*” but of all the means preſeribed 


[1 20 1 
© {and able) to give an anſwer to every nun 
4. that * a reaſon Y Forts ah wal in 4 2 


untain, 
and they are both equally the workmanſhip of the ſame 
Seer and all- perf 25 Being; N the one can 


ſupport one another; © What benefit could we reap from 
revelation without reaſon ? and what knowledge. could 
unaſſiſted reaſon of itlelf give us? None, but, what we 
draw . as come within the ee of 
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©; what falls within our e we ate led 
40 conclude, that the Almighty Creator executes the pur- 
Paſer of ls ſovereign will and pleaſure throughout the 
whole natural world by the inſtrumentality of means.— 
Hence, by analogy, we are led to coticlude, | that it is the 
fame in the moral or 2 world. Revelation puts 
this beyond all doubt ; for every precept, every ,exhorta- 
2 it contains, hs ſuppoſes Ef More 
the uſe of means on out, part. When ve 


& time en horied t6*work out the work: bur » {alvati n_9with 


by infinite Wiſdom for our improvement in piety. and 
virtue, that which has the moſt powerful and natural 
tendency for produci oe eats ale effect, is the ſetting 
a part one day in ſeven urpoſes of devotion, Thb, 
among Chriſtians: 3 is called 5 rd S-Cay, beeauſe upon 
it our Saviour roſe from. the dead, and, by this memor- 
| able event, eſtabliſhed the faith, and confirited the hopes 
| of thoſe who truly believe in Him. Laws ſandioned with 
divine and bumap*authority appoint that day to be Kept 
as a day of . This affotds' Chriſtians, time and oppor: 
. tunity of aſſembling together, and, in g public, and ſplemn 
manner, paying fate duteous "kamage to the common 
Lord and Father of all; whille, at va ſame yh they m 
. the advantage « of kgs do&rines of 155 
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qodlnels r ed 65, HA practice, . 
the moſt affecting conſiderations; ſuch as the un- 


bounded love of God to. mankind, and the Referenz 4 
obedience of his own Son, Who laid down kis life for us us, 
that we, through him, mi n wow again, and enter into A ® 
ſtate of endleſs glory and fe Nothing therefoxe c 
be deviſed fo likely to At 2 our minds deep and 
abiding Iniptelions of a God, and of the duties which we 
owe to him; to ourſelves, and to others, as a. regular 
attendance upon public worſhip. This, when performed 
with real ſincerity. and devotion, is, like other parts af 2 
_—__ piety, profitable for the preſent as well as for LY 
ture life. The example of a man, whoſe conduct be. 
ſpeaks him à ſervant of God and faithful diſciple of Jeſus, 
is not only uſeful to the world, but procures him the 
eſteem and confidence of the ſerious and good. While 
he is in the houſe of God, a ſenſe of the 2 5 preſence 
muſt overawe his mind, and, when he leaves it, ſuch uſe-/ 
ful influences of divine grace will accompany him, as in 
his future conduct guard him againſt. thoſe mares. into 
which the 1 impious and proſſigate fall, to their on hurt 
and ruin. And, farther, the conſcientiouſly. pious. and 
devout man, enjoys a nobler reward than the World can 
confer upon him, the peace of bis own mind, all © 8 eh 
- bleſſi of” God, ubich paſſeth all under ftanding. Ter, 1 
ers it muſt be owned that there is, 1. A 
kingdom called after the name of Christ, where the 
E is more groſoly prophaned, and proftituted to 
the purpoſes of + vice, vanity, and ſenſuality, and where the 
worſhip of God is more neglected and' e than th 
in this'to which we belong, I ſhall: nor other. 
reflection upon this ingrateful truth, than t Pane the increaſe , 
of impiety and irreligi gion amo . 7 | | 
reſpect to their work Proſperf : God himſelf 12458 
Sam. l. 1 em. that. hanqur. me; L will honour,  , - 
and ib. % nie {hu 1 e N 
lire in bn fo =] in many I 2 | 
more ell e than any which has ae ba it. But 
Th "when abuſed,"is "worſe than * becauſe it 
F 2 7 enables 


_ walling: Among writers of this charager, the light of 
reaſon and dictates of gonſeience are greatly cxtglled, and 
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s che vicious to do more miſchief tian 3 
. 
25, 9 men the limited nature 

their capacities and the fmall-extent of their underſtand. 
iin, ue rather to puff them up with pride and ſelf. 
conceity. ag F their own reaſon were of felt 4 fuffictent 
Tal. of life to them.—Jn this iſland, many exereiſe their 
learning to diſcredit and und the whole of ſacred 


by that means natural region is attempted to be raifed on 
the-rujns of xeyealed, e Phat: and; eee queſtion. 
neeurs— What gode or writing confi 
2 ourſelves that we have found a true and per- 
letz digeſt of the laws of reaſon and natural religion? 
If we go in queſt of theſe through the different kingdoms 
of the world, we will find as great a difference jn their 
8 religion and morals as in their copiplezion and modes of 

ob bonfire and geni 

igated 2 
nature reaſon, and 2 ann e 


acity, penetration: it is an . 
that ther ſchools of reaſog and eee were dey 
invotyed'in- ſuperſtition and idolatry as other parts of the 
world. Thereſpre, I concludę that the laws of nature, 
or, in other words, the moral and eternal laws 2 
truth, and righteouſhefs, are; to be found vo _— 
but in the golpe} of Jeſus Chrilt, which, in merey 
dark. and benighted world, was given to it by the | 
nature, from whom - every und perſect 3 
deſcend, * As for conſcienée, whot is it? 2 
our own jud ment eonce the merit woe or 

. our | Nee 6f thee and wrong, of 
virtue and vice, are not always fqunded in truth: they 
are generally formed from various amd different motives ; 
fich as our edugatlon, the civil and religious principles 
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We yaa heard of 8 — 2 
re as every tree 18 In DY its! 
as at preſent caſt, our eye-over the Chriſtian would. 
and judge of the effects of this highly improved reafor. 
ung pa Af FG) Ei Bars. Wo or 
bribery Corr n, joined in league falſeh 
fraud, and n ſubiects of, ena 
lightened kingdoms, what numbers are imbruing their 
in the blood of one another, and dealing in rapine 
ä — ng vice Sounthing. 9s. muck 
as-ever.—lf ſuch be an age of . 
come to an end, and angther and a better ſucceed. 


* 
* * 


3 which pervades the whole of this 


nation, and may be truly called cpidemical z I mean 2 
al pore nt ſpirit. From che king onthe * 


— beggar on the dunghill, the language of moſt 


is, who, or What, will procure Oo. any, ory —— | 


Mey 5. now, if their children do fo, it is puly, tor the 
and future proſpetts.— There is 
may be properly e font 


eee. * a very . e 


2 en ; 


=. and Matter and in obedience to is commands, 4 


PV? 
Ses and the hood of peace; but: nothing an there 
the character of thoſe who labour in 

N. 7 —— the 
ON 1 —— power, ſounding the alarm of war, 
: — the ſeeds, fanning the fire" of civil ciſcord. 


different already too much 

3 * againſt one another. Worldly comforts and 
1 . things, but theſe are pur- 
ed at far by a profeſſed follower 


. exchanges wee of them that badge of 
an bs Lond ed Meer are fm coſtly 1 N 
weg, as his ornament and diſtinguiſhing mark - T-may 
further remark, that the prevalence of @ party ſpirit pre- 
tTages no good to any ws 2 our Saviour obſerves, 
Matt. xii. 25. N inſt itſelf is 
& brought to deſolation ; ſe divided | 

« againſt itſelf ſhall. wt Han 3 | 
"vices, many reckon The wiſe man Wil 
Prov. xvi. 18.—* « Pride goeth before deftruttion, 
{ 


. 
— _ 


Land a baug e fall. — As for 
__ (which iz rake 4 2 it does not * 
conſiſt in the enjoyment of the things of this life, 
which Ged hath ereated to 8 with thankful. 
neſs, as in the waſteful abuſe of them to vicious purpoſes ;/ | 
when perſons, prompted by pride and vanity; live in ſuch 
an extravagant manner as to exceed their income; or in 
fuch a ſtile as is unſuitable to their-character and condi 
tion in life. If a fpirit of this kind the higher 
and ruling powers of a kingdom, in or to gratify their 
e with whom they-/are 
immediately connected, they extort from the lower claſſes 
of people fruits of their labour and induſtry, that they 
map fatten upon their ſpoils: This generates oppreſſion, 
which may be born or a conſiderable time; F When 
tze load 3 and becomes heavier than human 
 . ſtrength can bear, it muſt at laſt be entirely thro vn off, — 
„ vice which I ſhall mention as too common in this 
Kingdom, and for which it is branded even among 
og 1 626d . * 
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6 e GL. - 
commit, they have the leaſt temptation to this; unleſs it 
may be called a temptation; to be aſhamed to be thought 
that they fear God, and are afraid of trampling u * 
great and tremendous name. We think it no eruelty to 
bind a madman with chains and fetters; to prevent him 
from doing miſchief to himſelf and others; as little can 
it be conſidered a conſtraint ur pon liberty to bind men by 
laws from blaſpheming the name of their Maker; and 
eee this kingdom. But what are laws of 
any to bind men to their duty, t they are duly 
executed ? . No better. than wu, of: nds! Suppoſe 25 
A , yet, were he a 
on o reeding, who ſtudied a decorum - 
of life, 9 refrain from ſwe L ſake of 
others in company with him, before whom it might be 
the greateſt rudeneſs, and even an inſult, to debaſe the 
character of one whom they eſteem their trueſt and 
belt friend, and to ſtun their ears with expreſſions fit to 
V 
al che human race. TY ETON; us Fo 4 
E Ant, 3 N 
The above. cures tc own, is ate Wilen the 
times too (which are likely to be ſoon much better or much 
worſe). Lene to amy virtuous and vnprejadiged! | 
man, whether every vice which I have mentioned does horn 
Tn ek PW x19, . 
heinous aggravations: e 17. 
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iſſue of. wars, and the deſtiny of nations, to that Being 
* ho ruleth in the kingdoms. men, and g them e 
* whamſoever he pleaſeth.”” He ho ſets nds to the 2 


5 5 11 billows of the fea, and changes the ftorm-intola calm,” . AY 
n alſo, in his own appointed time; -filence the umu, SOC 
and thn a the vidletutes of men. no ths oy * 


23 us, in obedience ta the appointment of 
ourſelves in the ſight of Gd, ſincerely repent of 
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- Ui kts. | Bao mad dei, which 
I bende every good man fincerely withes and eatneſtly 
prays fur 3 Nr 
Niere. 
this at home as we can conliftently with c— 
9m pagers Let us behave-as peaceable an a 
222 due obedience t the laws vf 
2 us practiſe the vines of tia 
Try foes; wal e, neghbourhoodg] 
and then we muy wx ood de nw 7 — 
\ V Altbavgh Jhail net 
«by in 4he vines 5 the den N the e, hal fag 
'* aud the folds Jbail meld no meat f the flock ſhall be cut off 
N #bere ball be no berd in the fall 
— frenaoldueic, oats God g 
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